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will fail of the earliest opportunity to accompany the author in his re- 
cent " vacation." In the interval between the two books, the boy has 
become not indeed an old, but by no means a very young man, and 
has for many years borne the honorable, but painful, burden of a suc- 
cessful practice in a profession which is . prone to exhaust those whom 
it does not starve. Yet the freshness and vividness with which he 
sketches scenery and life in Cuba might make us feel that he had not 
grown a day older, while, in the mean time, his diction has gained what 
it ought to have gained in rhetorical grace and forcefulness. His de- 
scriptions are not elaborate or detailed ; but by the sharp delineation 
of the salient features or strong characteristics of the object portrayed, 
he suggests the minor particulars, which he makes it easy to imagine, 
but which would be wearisome if written out in full. Another charm 
of the book is, that without ever falling into a homiletic strain, or making 
the slightest parade of principle, he places his readers uniformly in the 
point of view which a high-minded, true-hearted, reverent citizen of 
New England must needs occupy, where there is so much that is ab- 
horrent to his moral sense and his Christian consciousness. 



19. — Farm Drainage. The Principles, Processes, and Effects of 
Draining Land with Stones, Wood, Plows, and open Ditches, and 
especially with Tiles, including Tables of Rain-Fall, Evaporation, 
Filtration, Excavation, Capacity of Pipes, Cost and Number to the 
Acre of Tiles, fyc, fyc, and more than 1 00 Illustrations. By Henry 
F. French. New York : A. O. Moore & Co. 1859. 12mo. pp. 
384. 

We have the promise of an article in a future number, from a com- 
petent hand, on this book and its profoundly interesting and important 
subject. Meanwhile, we embrace the earliest opportunity of recom- 
mending to our agricultural readers, and to all who have grounds or 
cellars which need the relief of drainage, a work replete with practical 
wisdom, and embodying the results of long study, careful experiment, and 
a European tour of observation directed to this express end. Nor will 
the book seem void of interest to the merely literary man. Judge 
French holds a racy and vigorous pen, enlivens his prosaic subject by 
frequent sallies of wit, classical references, and poetical quotations, and 
mingles all along the utile cum dulci. The work, strange as it might 
seem from the title, is highly attractive ; while the adoption of the pro- 
cesses it describes and recommends, would remove about private dwell- 
ings a frequent source of discomfort and disease, reclaim numerous 
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valuable building sites from disuse and worthlessness, and increase in a 
ratio which it would be hard to over-estimate the productiveness of low 
lands in every part of the country. 



20. — Three Visits to Madagascar during the Tears 1853, 1854, 1856. 
Including a Journey to the Capital ; with Notices of the Natural His- 
tory of the Country, and the Present Civilization of the People. By 
the Rev. William Ellis, F. H. S., Author of " Polynesian Re- 
searches." Illustrated by Wood-cuts from Photographs, &c. New 
York : Harper & Brothers. 1859. 8vo. pp. 514. 

We are always attracted to an itinerary by the name of a missionary 
on the title-page. It would seem as if the consecration of the office 
enlarged and quickened all the perceptive and receptive powers, 
widened the scope of observation and research, and imparted its glow 
and energy to the style and diction. In numerous instances half a 
score of specialists in different departments of science and knowledge 
would give us less information, and certainly in a far less interesting 
form, than we have from a single explorer or resident in a strange land, 
whose prime object is the propagation of the Christian faith. The 
book before us is a case in point. All else that is known of Mada- 
gascar bears a small proportion to what is made known in this volume. 
We regret that our limits will not permit us to give so much as an 
abstract of its contents. Suffice it to say, that the narrative is one of 
unflagging interest, both on account of the novelty of its material — a 
country, a people, a history peculiar, to us strange, in every feature — 
and the easy, fluent, perspicuous, vivid style of the author. The illus- 
trations, though of an inferior type as works of art, are of well-chosen 
subjects, clearly drawn, and satisfactory. The work is one which our 
readers will thank us for commending to their perusal. 



21. — The Bible in the Levant ; or the Life and Letters of the Rev. C. 
N. Righter, Agent of the American Bible Society in the Levant. By 
Samuel IrenjEUS Prime. New York: Sheldon & Co. 1859. 
12mo. pp. 336. 

Here is another book which owes its rich charm and high interest 
to the missionary service. It is the story of the life, labors, and early 
death of one who, at the age of thirty-two, fell a victim to the inhospi- 
table climate which he encountered in the cause of human salvation. 



